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FROM
THE
PASTOR'S
DESK:

Friends of Grace, 

The season of colors and cooler
weather is upon us, a time to get cozy
in front of a fire, and a time to be
thankful. As we begin to think about this  
season of thankfulness and reflection
on the year behind us, I wanted to take
time to reflect as well on our
partnership with Redeemer Lutheran
Church, and invite you to once again
join me in celebrating this Thanksgiving
Eve with our sister congregation on
Highway 22 for worship. 

As many of you know already, our
partnership with Redeemer Lutheran
Church began around 7 years ago
already when I asked our previous
bishop, Steve Delzer, if there was any
way I could help with the shortage of
pastors in our synod. At the time,
around 30% of all of the congregations
in our synod were without a called
pastor, and it was clear we needed to
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find new ways to lift up leaders. From
there, we began my journey toward
ordination in earnest. The TEEM
program, or Theological Education for
Emerging Ministries was identified as
the best fit for us, with Redeemer
Lutheran Church being identified as a
possible partner for this journey, and
Grace made the commitment to support
me through that process. 

Redeemer was a great fit for me, and for
Grace in many ways, and we in turn
were able to join with our new sister
congregation in supporting and lifting
each other up in a new and mutually
beneficial relationship. From us,
Redeemer was able to secure regular
pastoral care and access to
confirmation and other youth and
family activities. Grace received an
influx of families looking for those
programs participating alongside our
own youth and families. Grace also
benefitted from my receiving a place to
develop as a pastoral leader, being able
to supplement pastor Scott at the time,
and in sharing a pastor we were able to
make a budget that worked for both
congregations to receive the leadership
they need. 

In addition to the shared leadership, we
have benefitted by sharing other parts

of our communities as well. 

Each Lenten season, the people of
Redeemer come and join us at Grace for
midweek services, and on Thanksgiving
Eve, we join them to worship together
in thankfulness of our partnership.

This relationship continues with Pastor
Kent Narum serving Redeemer, and we
hope as we continue to live into life
after the pandemic, our opportunities
for working together will continue to
grow. 

Thank you for your support of these
ministries we share, I can't wait to see
what we can do together over years to
come. 

Thanksgiving Eve service will be held on
Wednesday, November 23rd at 7:00pm
at Redeemer Lutheran Church on
Highway 22 near Beauford, MN. We will
be sure to update the time, if that
changes. I hope to see you there!

Oh give thanks to the
LORD, for He is good;
for His steadfast love

endures forever!
1  CHRONICLES 16 :34

 



GROWING IN
FAITH
BEN GEER, DSG

As I sit here writing this the last week of September I

feel like summer 2022 has just started. I sit here also

and wonder where it went. Needless to say it was a

busy summer, but it was an amazing summer. So

many amazing things happened and I’m thankful

looking back at the summer and all that happened.

Right after school got out we once again had our

vacation bible school. This year we looked at how

water connected us to God everyday and the impact it

has in our life. We had four and a half packed days of

crafts, study, learning, eating and fun. A few of my

highlights from that week were the water games we

were able to play and dumping buckets of water on

the kids heads and feeling the energy in the building

with the kids running around and having fun. We had a

great group of high schoolers helping out that week as

well.  
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At the end of June I was able to accompany a few other

youth leaders from our Synod on a Boundary Waters trip.

This was a trip to show others how we organize a trip so

they could take that back to their congregations and lead

a trip of their own. We spent a few days near Fall Lake

just outside of Ely. Although the weather chased us out of

the BWCA a day early it was fantastic to spend time with

colleagues in nature sharing what we get to do at Grace

every year.

Continued...



GROWING IN FAITH
CONTINUED 

9 Days after getting back from the Synod trip we got to go on our

very first “Grace Friends and Family” Boundary Waters Trip. This

trip took us up to Sawbill Lake for 3 nights in the BWCA with old,

current and new friends of Grace. We spent one night in Grand

Marais before spending the 3 on Alton Lake. The evening of

fellowship in Grand Marais was great as we got to walk around

the town and enjoy a great meal together before paddling into

the BWCA the next morning. Once in the BWCA we portaged one

lake over from our entry point on Sawbill Lake to Alton Lake. We

had two groups and were able to find campsites pretty close to

each other. We were able to mix up the groups from time to time

for meals and other fellowship. One of my favorite parts of being

in the BWCA is making meals together. We had some awesome

meals. The teenage boys in the other camp from mine really knew

how to make sure the food barrels would be a bit lighter on the

way back in. What was so great about our Friends and Family trip

is it was a trip that anyone from any age could go on. We had a

family of four go along, a married couple, a few people that just

wanted to be on the trip, a father and son combo and even one

pair that were engaged by the end of the trip. Old friendships

rekindled, new friendships made and current friendships

strengthened while on the trip. The fishing for some was also

pretty good while out there. While I sit here typing this I look at

the group picture from this trip on my wall and I am so thankful

for that time together we shared in the BWCA. We’ll have another

“Friends and Family” trip again in three years. Pastor John and I

have talked about doing some sort of hybrid trip that would allow

many more people to enjoy the fellowship in Grand Marais as well

as ways to connect with God in nature as much or as little as

you’d like. Stay tuned for more about that in the future.

Continued...
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“For where two or
three are gathered
in my name, I am
there among them.”

M A T T H E W  1 8 : 2 0

A month after getting back from the BWCA

trip it was time for our summer youth

service trip. With the cancellation of the

National Youth Gathering this year in

Minneapolis we had to pivot to something

different. I had a few ideas of trips but one

sounded like something I could pretty easily

pull something together was a trip to Hilton

Head Island South Carolina. Working with

Christ Lutheran Church on the island

seemed like a natural fit. Grace members

Steve and Kathy Mork attend Christ while

they winter in Hilton Head Island in the

winter. Betsy and I had a chance to visit

there in March of 2021 and made some

great connections with the church and also

got to get acquainted with the area a little

bit. With the help of Kathy along with some

very reasonable airfare a trip came together

very nicely. We had great interest from

youth wanting to go on the trip. Maybe it

was the chance to visit the Atlantic ocean,

spending time with friends or getting the

chance to serve a new community.

Whatever their motivation for going on the

trip it was great to have all of them along.

While on the trip we got to stay at Christ

Lutheran Church. They had airmatterses set

up for us there along with bedding. It was

amazing to have such a cozy space. They

also provided us with breakfast and lunch

items while there. The service opportunities

were fantastic as well. One day we got to

work with God’s Goods Thrift Store. There

we were able to assist in handing out free

groceries to around 200 families. 
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 Some youth were also able to help set up a free

store where residents could come and shop for

items for free. I’ve done many service trips and

this work site was easily one of the greatest

worksites I’ve ever gotten to serve. The next day

we were able to serve with Deep Well as we

were able to do some yard cleanup at

someone's house who was unable to do the

work themselves. We raked and cleaned up the

yard. It was hot and humid but the kids stuck to

it and I was very proud of the work they

accomplished. Getting connected with the

community in Hilton Head Island was

important. Our last full day there we were able

to learn more about the Gullah community.

They are a community on the island that have

been there for hundreds of years. While there as

well we were able to partake in some of the

local cuisine as we got to have some southern

fried chicken, and the chance to have some

collard greens and even got to have a Low

Country boil one night. It was great to end the

summer with the trip to South Carolina with 12

amazing youth and Kathy. I’m so thankful for

the connections we were able to make and the

chance to serve a community and create a

community of our own while there.

It was such a busy yet great summer. I tell

myself maybe summer 2023 I won’t cram so

much into the summer, but that’s just not my

nature. My hope is to provide something for

everybody to get connected with each other

and God. If you have ideas of what you may

want to do and be involved with next summer

please let me know. 
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-ON THE BULLETIN BOARD-

Come and Donate. We are having a Blood Drive on October 7th from
12:30pm to 5:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. If you would like to donate
blood please sign up at RedCrossBlood.org and enter: GRACEKATO to
schedule an appointment

CONGRATULATIONS TO AUDREE,
JILLAYNE AND MADISON

Faith Night is Back! We are so excited to see everyone again! Just a reminder
of the schedule for Wednesday Nights. Meal at 5:15pm, Education at 6pm
and Worship at 6:45pm. We can't wait for you to join us!

The Sons of Norway, Mankato (Elvesvingen Lodge 1-582) would like to invite
you to come and enjoy some music from one of Norway's greatest composers:
Edvard Grieg. This will take place on Saturday, October 8th at 11am at
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 720 South Second St. Mankato, MN 56001. 

Congratulations to our three confirmands in
taking this new step on their journey of faith.

 
"Be strong and courageous; do not be

frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God
is with you wherever you go."

-Joshua 1:9

Jillayne McLeanAudree Clausen Madison Joerg

On October 16th GLCW will be having there annual Chili Feed for
Habitat for Humanity. We would love if you joined us for service and
enjoy some fellowship and chili afterwards.
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Our Address is:

Contact A Staff Member:

Grace Lutheran Church
110 N 4th St
Mankato, MN 56001

gracemankato.org

Rev. John Odegard, Pastor .......................................................... pastor@gracemankato.org
Ben Geer, Director of Spiritual Growth ..........................................dsg@gracemankato.org
Kathy Mork , Parish Admin ...........................................................parish@gracemankato.org
Morgan Lindely, Communicaton and Administrative Director ...... office@gracemankato.org
Office Phone .............................................................................507-345-4248

Red Cross Blood Drive
Friday October 7th at 12:30
Comes help people in our
community as there is always a
need for blood donation.

Sunday
Worship - 10:00 am
Fellowship - 11:00 am

Weekly Schedule for Fall

Wednesday
Meal - 5:15 pm
Education - 6:00 pm
Worship - 6:45 pm

Tuesday 
Bible Study- 7:00 pm
Meet on ZOOM
Meeting ID: 857 5766 8823
Password: grace

Current Office Hours
Monday - Thursday
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Call the office at: 507-345-4248 
to make an appointment to see 
Rev. John or Ben.

Reformation Sunday
October 30th
we will celebrate the anniversary of
Martin Luther nailing the 95 theses
to the door of the church as part of
our worship, celebrating our
Lutheran heritage. GLCW Chili Feed

October 16th
Come join enjoy some Chili for our
annual Chili lunch in support of the
Habitat for Humanity.

Day of the Dead
October 29th
Grace Lutheran Church will have a
table at this Old Town Mankato
event from 11-4:30. Come and have
fun in Old Town!

All Saints Sunday
November 6th
Come join us as one as we
remember those who have felt us
but will never be forgotten.

Thanksgiving Eve
November 23rd
We are joining our sister
congregation once more for a
Thanksgiving Eve service at
Redeemer Lutheran Church on
Highway 22 near Beauford. 7pm.

Advent Begins
November 27th
Each week we will celebrate one of
the Advent themes as part of
worship. 

St. Lucia Service
December 11th
We will celebrate St. Lucia with
special treats throughout the month
with additional celebration on the
11th. 

Adult Forums
October 30th
Shellee Hintz will share her about
her experience working in Ukraine,
an example of how we love our
neighbors in big and small ways as
we live out our faith. 

December 4th
An adult forum on generational
differences that will include a lunch
as we explore how different
generations communicate and find
meaning in different ways. 

Pulpit Swap
December 4th
Come and worship with Pastor Kent
Narum while pastor John is at
Redeemer this week. 
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