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FROM
THE
PASTOR'S
DESK:

Friends of Grace, 

Spring is finally here (I think) and with it
we see the end to another program year
for our education ministries, and a shift
in our focus as we send our youth and
families off on trips to the BWCA and
South Carolina, and welcome in a bunch
of energetic kids for VBS. 

With less going on in our building over
the summer months, it is also an
opportunity to get out and serve others
wherever you find yourself. Whether
you are on a family vacation or just
walking your dog around the block, you
are invited to consider the ways your
words and actions demonstrate your
convictions and commitment to
following Jesus. 

We are each invited every day to be a
part of the amazing new thing god is
doing in the world around us. I hope
you will continue to be a light in the
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community around you with the ways
you live and work to serve others
outside the church walls. 

In the meantime, we will be hard at
work planning the next year of ministry
inside the walls. Part of that will include
a capital campaign to pay off the rest of
the building renovation that was
completed over the last few years. 

Because of your support, we have been
able to transform our spaces to be more
efficient and purposeful for the
ministries we are doing here. Our
Narthex is larger and more inviting to
welcome guests and host funerals alike.
Moving coffee and fellowship to that
space has meant more people
participate and stay after worship to
visit each week as well. 

Our offices continue to be a great first
impression for those coming to see the
staff each week, and having them in the
front of the building has made it easy
for guests to find us. Our upstairs
meeting spaces are used each week by
the prayer group, a book club, and other
small groups. 

Downstairs, the changes are helping us
serve our neighbors and inviting them
to come and see that all are welcome

here. We have singing groups, the
Connections Church, a Bible Study from  
Connections, an AA group, and more
using those renovated spaces on a
regular basis, along with many others
who have used them for smaller events.
We are truly using our resources to
serve the community. 

Now that we see the impact these
changes have had, we have the
opportunity to pay off our mortgage
and imagine how much more ministry
we can do with those resources once
the building is paid for. 

Be on the lookout for more information
coming about the campaign, and start
thinking about what you would like to
see growing here at Grace, as we
continue to live in the abundance of
God's love. 

I am about to do a
new thing; now it
springs forth, do

you not perceive it?
I will make a way in

the wilderness
ISA IAH 43: 19



GROWING IN
FAITH
BEN GEER, DSG

Greetings Grace Friends and Members

2021 was a year that many things at Grace seemed to

be getting back to normal. We were able to start

gathering once again for worship and other events. It

was so great to start building relationships and

growing together once again in person at Grace. Last

fall Wednesday Faith Night started back up. It was

great to once again be able to gather for a meal,

education/fellowship and worship with one another.

Now as we enter May we start to wind our school year

programming here at Grace. As I write this we have

two Wednesdays left. We’ve had a great year. This year

has brought us time together in the classroom. Thank

you Sam Anderson for your continued commitment to

leading the 5th and 6th graders. To have such a great

guide to lead them as they begin to enter the next

chapter of their growing faith. 
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Thank you to those that have spent time with the

younger kids that have guided them as they have learned

to have Christian Fellowship with one another here at

Grace. High School students have spent the time with the

kindergarten - 4th graders. Special thanks to Annabella,

Ethan, Connor, Esther and Pearl for your time put in with

the youth. 2022 is going to bring more time together

which I am so excited for. We were able to spend time

curling as part of our new “Out with Grace” ministry. I’m

excited for what will happen with that this year. 

Continued...



GROWING IN FAITH
CONTINUED 

We have plans to attend a Moondogs game together on June 20th and we

are once again going to be planning a golf outing together later this

summer. We’ll also be sprinkling in other opportunities to get together

throughout the summer. Keep watch for other events like ice cream

socials and campfires. If you’d like to host an event or have an idea for

something please reach out to me as I’d love to work with you on making

it happen. This summer we have some programming that I’m really

excited about. We have our Vacation Bible School fast approaching

starting up the 2nd week of June. I’m looking forward to a week spent

talking about our connection with God through water and spending time

playing games, doing crafts and just hanging out with the kids. If you're

interested in helping out during the week let me know. In July we’ll be

taking a great group of folks to the Boundary Waters once again with our

Friends and Family BWCA Trip. We have two groups that will be entering

the Boundary waters through Sawbill Lake. We’ll spend three nights in the

BWCA where we’ll spend time in devotion, fellowship, fishing and

exploring God’s beautiful wilderness. Pray for amazing weather and safety

for all of us as we have this great adventure together. In August we have

another amazing adventure together as Kathy Mork and I will be taking 12

youth to Hilton Head Island, SC for our Summer Service Trip. We’ll spend

the week staying at Christ Lutheran Church and going out into the

community serving it in different ways. We’ll spend time with the Turtle

Patrol on the island helping make sure newly hatched baby sea turtles

can make it to the ocean safely, we’ll spend time helping out with food

insecurities on the island as well as other projects where we get to

connect with the community there. We’ve had some amazing support for

the trip so far that I am very thankful for. There are going to be ways you

can still help out with the trip through our Youth “Stock” Fundraiser as

well as another fundraiser that will roll out in July.

So many exciting things are going on this summer and I’m sure it’s going

to go by fast.  

Thank you everyone for your continued support

Ben Geer
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“When I was
hungry, you
fed me.”

MAT THEW  2 5 : 3 5

In 2021 we really saw our food ministries
grow. As we finished out the year, we had
built some great momentum including some
amazing events with our youth on
Wednesday nights. In 2022 I was hoping to
see some continued growth with it, while
finding more ways to serve and partner with
the South Central Minnesota Food Recovery
(SCMNFR).

This year we continued to serve our friends
in the Connections Ministry community. Both
those at the shelter, and those that come and
attend Shelter Church here in the basement
of Grace on Sunday afternoons. We’ve had
many folks continue to prepare and serve
these meals. Thank you everyone that has
been involved in that starting this year.
Although Connections Shelter has now closed
for the summer we will continue to prepare a
meal and serve at Shelter Church the 2nd and
4th Sunday of every month. If you are
interested in helping out with this ministry in
any way please reach out and we’ll get you
connected, whether it be making the meal,
serving the meal or even just making a
dessert to share. We started serving in new
ways this year as well.

We have been serving quite a bit at The
REACH drop in center. Every day Monday
through Thursday they look to serve food to
homeless and at risk youth ages 16-24. With
ingredients from SCMNFR we’ve been able to
provide Chicken Alfredo, Chicken Quarters
with Mashed Potatoes and Soups. All the
meals have been served using almost all
recovered and donated food. Even the soup.
We’ve been working with Campus Kitchen
who has received leftover soups from The
Olive Garden
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We continue to try and find ways to serve the
BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, and People of
Color) and Low Income Community
members. Here at Grace, we have a freezer
set up in a room where people here for
Shelter Church on Sundays, and Shelter Bible
Study on Wednesday will go into and grab
meals on their way out. We also continue to
take meals to MY Place to stock in their
freezer for families to grab meals from when
picking up their children. Food is also making
its way back to the freezers at SCMNFR to get
distributed to places like ECHO Food Shelf,
Partners for Housing, Theresa House and
MVAC, just to name a few.  

Thank you all for your continued support of
the ministries at Grace.

We’ve helped out by taking some off their
hands, reheating and taking it over to The
REACH, along with sandwiches. Something
new we’ve been doing is going once a month
to Wooden Spoon to help out with the food
recovery efforts right there on site. The great
thing about that is they have everything ready
for us when we arrive, and cleaning up is a
breeze. We’ve had groups there for two hours
at a time and we’ve been able to prepare
individual and family sized meals, process
fruits and vegetables and some of us have
even gotten to help set up new volunteer
space that they’ll use in the future as
SCMNFR continues to grow. We’ve been
continuing to do some food recovery work
here at Grace. Just recently we’ve been able
to start processing many gallons of grapes
into grape jelly. We had a group of folks come
in and boil down and smash the grapes, strain
it and add a little sugar and gelatin to make
some freezer jelly. That same day we had
diced sweet potatoes that we roasted and
made into sweet potato mash. These events
at Grace are always a lot of fun. To be in the
kitchen side by side with others with the goal
of making food for our neighbors is such a
special thing. Some of you may be wondering
where all of this food goes. 
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-ON THE BULLETIN BOARD-

Carlson Pillow Cleaning will be here on May 9th  6pm-8pm for night before drop
off and May 10th 7:30-3:30 for drop off and cleaning. Their cleaning process is
chemical free. They are able to deodorize and sanitize foam and polyester pillows.
For Standard Size $13.95, Queen Size $15.95, King Size $16.95.

The Altar Guild teams will be having a group meeting on May 16th at 6pm in the
Fellowship Hall. If you would like more information about being part of the Altar Guild
Team or can't make the meeting please email or call Terry Kvitek at 507-257-3812 or
ptkvitek@gmail.com

Come and Donate. We are having a Blood Drive on May 27th from
12:30pm to 5:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. If you would like to donate
blood please sign up at RedCrossBlood.org and enter: GRACEKATO to
schedule an appointment

Abundant Grace: A Capital Campaign for Grace Lutheran Church kicks off officially on May
22nd. We will be exploring what the ministry of Grace could look like without a mortgage on
our building, and how we will live into the spaces we have created here to serve our
neighbors. There will be temple talks and other opportunities to grow over the next few
weeks, ending with a collection of pledges to help us plan for our future ministries and to
celebrate the abundance of grace we live in here at Grace Lutheran Church.

June 6th-10th Kids that have finished Kindergarten - 6th are invited to
our 2022 Vacation Bible School. We'll have a week of fun and games as
we play, learn and worship together. Our overall theme this year is
"Wade in the Water." 

June 20th come spend time together enjoying fellowship with each
other while taking in the sights and sounds at the ballpark. Tickets for
the game will be for the Dog Pound down the third base line. More
information www.gracemankato.com/outwithgrace

Monday - Thursday 8:30 - 3:00  & Friday 9:00 - Noon
Youth are encouraged to invite a friend or two along. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO JOHN AND GENA

Congratulations to Jon Wendt on
becoming ordained on March 12th 2022.

Congratulations  to Gena Johnson
(Lisa Johnson's Daughter) on winning 
 a Grammy on April 4th for 
 engineering Chris Stapleton's  album 
 'Starting  Over'.
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Our Address is:

Contact A Staff Member:

Grace Lutheran Church
110 N 4th St
Mankato, MN 56001

gracemankato.org

Rev. John Odegard, Pastor .......................................................... pastor@gracemankato.org
Ben Geer, Director of Spiritual Growth ..........................................dsg@gracemankato.org
Kathy Mork , Parish Admin ...........................................................parish@gracemankato.org
Morgan Lindely, Communicaton and Administrative Director ...... office@gracemankato.org
Office Phone .............................................................................507-345-4248

Red Cross Blood Drive
Friday May 27th at 12:30
Comes help end the Blood Shortage
in Our Community.

Last Faith Night
We are having our last Faith Night
on May 11th and we will be having a
service night during education.

Carlson's Pillow Cleaning
On May 9th and 10th Carlson's
Pillow Cleaning Service will be here in
the Alley. May 9th is early drop off
from 6pm-8pm and May 10th is drop
off and cleaning from 7:30-3:30.

Altar Guilds Meeting 
May 16th at 6pm there will be an Altar
Guilds Meeting in the Fellowship Hall
for more information please contact
Terry Kvitek at (507)257-3812.

High School Service Trip
to Hilton Head Island
Aug.14th-18th

Outdoor Worship with
Picnic after

Family BWCA Trip
July 9th-13th

June 19th We would love to have
you all join us at Sibley Park for
Worship with a picnic to follow.

Senior Celebration
On May 29th We will congratulate 
 our High School seniors and send
them off into their next chapter of
life with all of us standing behind
them.

Vacation Bible School
On June 6-10th kids that have finished
Kindergarten -- 6th are invited to our
2022 Vacation Bible School. We'll have a
week of fun and games as we play, learn
and worship together. Our overall theme
this year is "Wade in the Water."  Register
at gracemankato.org/youthandfamily 

Sunday
Worship - 10:00 am
Fellowship - 11:00 am

Weekly Schedule for Fall

Wednesday (starts Sept. 14)
Meal - 5:15 pm
Education - 6:00 pm
Worship - 6:45 pm

Tuesday 
Bible Study- 7:00 pm
Meet on ZOOM
Meeting ID: 857 5766 8823
Password: grace

Current Office Hours
Monday - Thursday
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Call the office at: 507-345-4248 
to make an appointment to see 
Rev. John or Ben.

"Out with Grace"
Moondog's  Game
Come and spend time together
enjoying fellowship with each other
while taking in the sights and
sounds at the ballpark on June 20th.

Games for a Cause
Enjoy an afternoon of games while
raising funds to support the
residents of Pathstone Living. It is
$25 per person create your own
team or come individually. There
will be Coffee and Desserts,
Games and Door Prices. Please
RSVP by May 16th to Marcia
Hanson at 507-380-3491 or email
marson@hickorytech.net.
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